
Word Association Poem
Objective

Write a collaborative poem in only 3 minutes!  This exercise needs a scribe and should use the No 
Hands Rule for the fast writing portion.

Materials
• Whiteboard or large piece of paper

• 4 different colored markers

Procedures

• Pick a topic, any topic!  Write it at the top.
• Ask for 6 words that come to mind when you say the topic and write them in a list fashion, 

down the middle, in the first color marker.
• Switch marker colors.  Go back up to the top of the list, say each word and ask for the word 

that comes to mind first.  Write it before or after the word you said, wherever you think it 
makes the most sense.  Leave a little room in between the words.

• Switch marker colors again.  Go back up to the top of the list, say the two words you have 
now on each line and ask for the next word that comes to mind first.  Write it before or after 
the words you have, wherever you think it makes the most sense.  Leave a little room in 
between the words.

• Switch marker colors one more time and add in any words that help each line make the most 
sense.  Your poem does not need to rhyme!

This silly poem from one of my workshops that shows the first words in GREEN, the second 
words in BLUE, the third words in RED, and the last-added, fill in words in black.

The Chicken Poem

You wish you had feathers that would fly in the sky.

Flap birdy wings, flap!

Making silly clucking sounds all around.

Then, in a pan with fried grease.

Come on, give me another piece!

Or,  crispy spinning on a rotisserie

and hot BBQ sauce, save some for me!
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